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WLP Partners Committed to Our 
Shared Mission & Vision

To transform power relations and promote justice, 
equality, peace, and sustainable development by 

strengthening the feminist movement.

MISSON

Democratic and peaceful societies that embrace 
pluralism and tolerance and are governed by 

gender-equitable norms, legislation, and policies 
that translate into equal rights and equal levels of 
participation and decision-making for women and 

men in the family, community, and politics.

VISION

BRAZIL 
Citizenship, Study, Research, Information, 
and Action (CEPIA)

EGYPT 
Forum for Women in
Development (FWID)

INDONESIA
Women and Youth Development Institute of 
Indonesia (WYDII)

IRAN 
Netowrk of Activists and Scholars

JORDAN 
Solidarity is Global Institute/Jordan (SIGI/J)

KAZAKHSTAN 
Shymkent Women’s Resource Center (SWRC)

KYRGYZSTAN 
Bir Duino

MALAYSIA 
All Women’s Action Society (AWAM)

MAURITANIA 
Association of Female 
Heads of Households (AFCF)

MOROCCO 
Democratic Association of 
Moroccan Women (ADFM) 

MOZAMBIQUE 
Fórum Mulher

NIGERIA 
Center for Advancement 
of Development Rights (CEADER)

PAKISTAN 
Aurat Foundation

SENEGAL 
Groupe d’Initiatives pour le Progrès 
Social/West Africa Region (GIPS/WAR)

TURKEY 
Foundation for the Support 
of Women’s Work (FSWW)

ZIMBABWE 
Women’s Self-Promotion Movement 
(WSPM)
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It’s Up to Us
to Transform Leadership

PARTICIPATORY LEADERSHIP: WLP empowers women to discover their capacity to lead 
and bring change to their communities. WLP promotes leadership that is participatory and 
encourages sharing power and mutual respect. Participatory leadership is integral to all of 
our decision-making, programming, and social justice campaigns. It is a methodology for 
learning and leading that anyone may adopt.

TRAINING: WLP workshops use interactive, dialogue-based sessions, which draw on our 
participatory leadership methodology. Our partners conduct leadership workshops at 
the local, national, regional, and global levels. Our trainings and skills-building workshops 
engage emerging and experienced women leaders in the foundations of participatory 
leadership, civic engagement, democracy, women’s rights, reforming family law, refugee 
empowerment, and climate justice.

CURRICULUM: WLP’s foundational training curriculum, Leading to Choices, equips 
participants with the fundamentals of participatory leadership and has been adapted 
into more than 20 languages and cultural contexts. WLP produces and shares training 
manuals and curricula on a range of topics to strengthen women’s capacity to lead.

WLP’s Participatory Leadership Model

It’s Up to Us to
Lead Movements for Change

ADVOCACY: WLP and our partners are engaged in dozens of women’s rights and social 
justice campaigns around the world. Our partners organize national coalitions for gender 
equality and share their expertise with regional and global networks. In FY2020, WLP 
partners celebrated successes in family law reform and launched new climate justice 
initiatives.

PRESERVING GLOBAL SOUTH HISTORY: We are making available on our website 
content that prioritizes the voices and experiences of women from the Global South. 
WLP’s online digital Learning Center includes a corpus of laws, oral history archives, 
700 documents, recordings, and films relating to the work of the organization and the 
global women’s movement.

Advocacy for Change
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Empowering a New 
Kind of Leader

Amal Al-Jamani became the manager of 
the Women’s Department of the Greater 
Amman Municipality in 2019. Since 
taking her new role, she has conducted 
workshops using WLP leadership 
methodology to educate men about the 
harm caused by early marriage.

The workshops allowed me to understand 
how I could share this information 
with the community—how to increase 
knowledge and raise awareness. I am 
thankful for the support and guidance 
because it helped me become aware of 
how I could use information to benefit 
society,” 
Amal Al-Jamni shared how she left 
WLP Jordan/SIGI-J workshops ready to 
facilitate her own knowledge-sharing 
programs.

Participatory leadership allows us to reimagine power 
and decision-making at every level. Among family 
and friends, at work, and in politics, participatory 

leadership transforms how we relate to one another, 
irrespective of gender or other distinction.

In FY2020, 50 former WLP training 
participants ran for formal leadership 

roles, such as elected office or other 
public service positions, and 13 were 

successfully either elected or appointed.

When Women Lead

In June 2020, Christine Faddoul was 
named the first female judge of the 
Orthodox Christian Church in Amman 
and the West Bank. This is a major step for 
reforming Jordan’s family courts to realize 
the rights of women and girls, as the 
Orthodox court is responsible for family 
law litigation. Faddoul attended WLP 
leadership workshops facilitated by WLP 
Jordan/SIGI-J and was a member of the 
Emily Legal Working Group, coordinated 
by SIGI-J, which offers legal aid to women.

When Women Lead
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Dialogue-Based Training 

In FY2020 WLP Partners used WLP’s participatory leadership model to train over 2,500 women in 23 countries.

28 Trainings on
Leadership 
Development

7 Trainings on
Civic Engagement 

7 Trainings on
Reforming Discriminatory  
Family Laws

15 Trainings on
Youth Leadership 

19 Trainings on
Women, Peace,
 and Security

WLP Partner
Countries

Countries reached 
through WLP 
Partner activities
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Dialogue-Based Training 

Youth for Women’s Rights

WLP partners trained 1,492 youth, including 300 young 
men, to engage in advocacy for women’s rights, and 

transform discriminatory institutions and gender roles 
in their communities. 

At WLP Jordan/SIGI-J’s 14th Youth and Technology Conference in December 
2019, young women and men used WLP’s collaborative leadership methodology 
to develop technological solutions to promote the reform of Jordan’s Personal 
Status Law through technology and social media. 

In FY2020, WLP partners trained 229 refugee and 
displaced women to lead collaborative efforts to create 

change in their communities and represent their 
interests in political processes.  Participants included 

women impacted by violence from Boko Haram in 
Nigeria; Syrian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon and 

Turkey; and Venezuelan refugee women in Brazil.

The Power of Women 
Together
In Turkey, WLP’s partner KEDV, alongside 
Syrian refugee women, coordinated 
community response efforts during 
COVID-19 lockdowns using mobile phone 
communications platforms as a “phone 
tree.” The women developed lists of at-
risk families, and provided them with 
information about financial support, 
access to food, and other services. KEDV 
expanded this “phone tree” model to 
conduct surveys of needs, disseminate 
information, and support other groups 
with whom KEDV works, including 
refugees based in Istanbul and seasonal 
agricultural workers, who are likely to be 
excluded from public services.
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South-South Dialogue 

Annual Transnational Partners Convening (TPC)
November 4-7, 2019 | Potomac, Maryland

The TPC has maintained its role as an energizing, 
empowering, and networking activity, and as a space to 

exchange ideas and generate new ones. ”
-2019 TPC Participant

WLP’s partners serve as our programmatic board. At the TPC,  they participate in reflection, 
evaluation, and other learning processes that allow the Partnership to assess our impact. 
Along with WLP board members and staff, the partners review our best practices and 
commit the Partnership to campaigns and new organizational directions. Former 
President of Ireland and former High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, 
joined this year’s TPC to lead the partnership’s discussion on women’s leadership in 
climate justice.  After discussing how women are affected by the climate crisis and can 
lead efforts to respond to climate change, the partners used breakout groups to plan 
WLP’s partnership-wide approach to climate justice.

WLP’s partnership model prioritizes the local 
expertise and engagement of women from the Global 

South, and creates spaces for women leaders from the 
Global South to come together to exchange knowledge 

and experiences. 

Building Networks across 
the Middle East
In July 2019, 15 human rights leaders 
from Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Iraq, 
Lebanon, Kuwait, Palestine, Morocco, 
Syria, and Tunisia gathered to network, 
develop participatory leadership 
and facilitation skills, and build 
organizational capacity. This regional 
training was co-hosted by WLP and the 
Collective for Research and Training 
on Development-Action (CRTD-A) 
in Beirut, Lebanon. Participants 
developed monitoring and evaluation 
plans for their organizations, 
proposed new advocacy programs, 
and strengthened their civil society 
networks across the Middle East.  
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The Global Campaign
Equality Starts in the Family

In FY 2020, WLP partners in three countries celebrated 
family law reform successes after leading local and 

national advocacy efforts. 

In 2017, WLP launched the global campaign for family law reform, Equality Starts in the 
Family, which seeks to transform discriminatory family laws and cultural practices that 
begin at the level of the family. 

In FY2020, WLP partners raised awareness about 
women’s rights in the family and reforming family law. 

Many held events to disseminate the research published 
in WLP’s anthology Feminist Advocacy, Family Law and 

Violence Against Women: International Perspectives. The 
case studies in the book provide a roadmap for WLP’s 

global advocacy campaign.

Family Law Anthology Launch 
Lagos, Nigeria | October 22. 2020
WLP Nigeria/CEADER gathered activists, scholars, media outlets, and students 
together for the 6th international launch of WLP’s research anthology on 
feminist advocacy and family law reform. Panelists shared the Nigerian case 
study from the anthology, along with key research findings at the Nigerian 
Institute for Advanced Legal Studies, University of Lagos. In Nigeria and in other 
partner countries, the launch events build momentum for policy dialogues and 
help activists on the ground advocate for sustainable reform.

This year, selections of Feminist Advocacy, Family Law and 
Violence Against Women: International Perspectives were 
translated into Portuguese.

MAURITANIA: A law drafted to address violence against women 
and girls made it to the floor of Mauritania’s parliament for a vote 
in May 2020. This comes after WLP’s partner in Mauritania, AFCF, 
conducted extensive training with women and policymakers. 
The vote has been delayed due to opposition from conservative 
groups, but activists remain determined in their efforts and 
continue to advocate for the bill. 

SENEGAL: In January 2020, a bill was signed into law after a 
unanimous vote by parliament to make rape a crime with a 
minimum sentence of ten years in prison. Rape previously 
carried a maximum sentence of ten years in prison. The 
change comes after extensive advocacy and raising public 
awareness about incidences of rape in Senegal by WLP 
Senegal/GIPS-WAR and its allies.

MOZAMBIQUE: In July 2019, Mozambique’s parliament 
approved a new law that prohibits early marriage and 
establishes measures to protect children who are already in 
these unions. Since 2011, WLP Mozambique/Forum Mulher 
has mobilized activists and advocated for the reform of 
Mozambique’s family laws.
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It’s Up to Us - The Film 
In June 2020, WLP launched our newest documentary, It’s Up to Us, which explores 
interconnected threats to human security, including conflict, climate change, 
economic inequality, discriminatory family laws, and gender inequality, and offers 
solutions based on human rights and equitable decision-making. In this 30-minute 
film, women’s rights advocates share their insights into how women have been 
impacted by cross-cutting injustices, and how women’s leadership is critical to 
solving the world’s most pressing issues. WLP premiered It’s Up to Us virtually to a 

global audience from over 30 countries. The 
online screening was followed by a panel 
discussion moderated by Pat Mitchell, 
Editorial Director of TEDWomen.Panelists 
included Mahnaz Afkhami, Founder and 
President of WLP, Hafsat Abiola, President 
of Women in Africa Initiative, Sarah Costa, 
Executive Director of Women’s Refugee 
Commission, and Azza Karam, Secretary 
General of Religions for Peace International, 
and Mary Robinson, Former President of 
Ireland.

It’s Up to Us Film Launch
English | June 12, 2020

It’s Up to Us is currently available in English, French, Persian, 
Portuguese, and Russian, with Arabic and Kyrgyz coming soon. 

WLP’s partner in Jordan, SIGI-J, brought 
together media personalities and civil 
society leaders for the Arabic-language 
premiere of It’s Up to Us. The film 
screening is part of SIGI-J’s “Creativity 
for Life” series, which highlights the 
intersection of art and human rights, 
and has been viewed over 1,000 times.

It’s Up to Us Film Launch
Arabic | June 18, 2020

To support activists’ use of It’s Up to Us in an increasingly digital world, WLP 
developed an online screening toolkit that includes instructions for hosting a 
virtual screening, social media graphics, and discussion questions about the 
issues raised in the film. Click here to browse the screening toolkit.
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Global to Local & Local to Global

International Day of Families is observed each year on May 15. In 
FY2020, WLP leveraged this day to draw attention of our Equality 
Starts in the Family campaign. Through social media, WLP called 
for the restructuring of culturally determined roles and beliefs that 
perpetuate gender discrimination in the family, and the reform of 
family laws that codify discrimination against women and girls. 
The digital campaign included:
• Interactive social media quizzes and posts about equality in 

the family. 
• A newly compiled resource packet for the Equality Starts in 

the Family campaign. 
• A video of women leaders from the WLP partner network 

sharing what equality in the family means to them. 

International Day of Families
May 15, 2020

The 16 Days of Activism campaign 
allows activists from all over the world to 
organize around their shared demand 
that all women have the right to live 
free from the threat of violence. Across 
the globe, women and men participate 
in locally planned campaign events 
that speak to their countries’ specific 
legal and cultural contexts. In FY2020, 
WLP compiled gender-based violence 
facts and advocacy strategies from 
WLP partner organizations and shared 
them on social media. WLP Partners 
conducted local activities to highlight 
gender-based violence facing women 
in their countries.

16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
November 24 - December 10, 2019

WLP Malaysia/AWAM conducted many activities to raise awareness about GBV throughout 
the country, including an online petition to advocate against rape, which as of December 
19, 2019 had over 35,000 signatures. In the photo below, Nisha Sabanayagam, Program 
and Operations Manager at AWAM, discusses ways to end GBV on local news stations 
during the 16 Days of Activism.

2019

Click here to watch women leaders discuss 
what equality in the family means to them.



Global to Local & Local to Global

WLP Kyrgyzstan/Bir Duino hosted its 13th International Festival of Documentary 
Films on Human Rights in November 2019. This year, the festival was dedicated 
to the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 30th anniversary of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. Over 22 international films were 
shown this year under the slogan: “Voices of children and equal participation.” 
The films came from all over the world, including Afghanistan, Austria, Canada, 
Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Italy, Japan, Kyrgyzstan, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, and the United States.

Bir Duino 13th International Festival of Documentary 
Films on Human Rights | Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Advocating for Equal Citizenship Rights

During the COVID-19 pandemic, discriminatory citizenship laws further marginalized 
women and their families and exacerbated existing inequalities by not allowing stateless 
people to access critical COVID-19 relief systems. WLP Nigeria/CEADER and WLP Jordan/
SIGI-J joined the Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights and 82 other civil society 
organizations to call on all states to prevent stateless persons from being overlooked in 
official government responses to COVID-19. 

In May 2020, SIGI-J CEO and WLP Global Envoy, Asma Khader, joined a global conversation 
hosted by The Institute on Statelessness Inclusion (ISI) and the Campaign for Equal 
Nationality Rights to discuss the increasing marginalization of stateless communities 
during the COVID-19 crisis and how to mobilize for the rights of these communities.

Demanding an end to inequality, violence, and environmental degradation, 
WLP’s partners were at the forefront of activities on International Women’s 
Day to amplify local and regional campaigns for women’s rights.  WLP 
Pakistan/Aurat Foundation supported the organization of a women’s march 
and despite opposition, there were nearly triple the number of activists 
rallying for women’s advancement this year.

International Women’s Day | March 8, 2020
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It’s Up to Us 
to Seek Climate Justice

Feminist Forum on Climate Justice
New York | September 20, 2019
WLP convened the Feminist Forum on Climate Change in partnership with the American 
University of Beirut (AUB). The forum brought together 40 thought leaders from 
women’s rights organizations, with academics, policymakers, representatives of interfaith 
communities, artists, and members of the media to initiate an intersectional round-table 
discussion on the connections between climate justice, gender equality, sustainable 
development, and peace. Former President of Ireland and former High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Mary Robinson, gave the keynote address, which was followed by a panel 
discussion. Participating experts on the panel included Dr. Najat Saliba of AUB, Bridget 
Burns of the Women’s Environment and Development Organization, Sherine Tadros of 
Amnesty International, Sarah Costa of Women’s Refugee Commission, and Gay McDougall 
of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. The panel was moderated 
by Ambassador Melanne Verveer. Watch the event here. Watch the event here.

Gender, Families, and Climate Justice
Washington, D.C. | November 4, 2019 
On November 4, 2019, WLP hosted the public event, “Gender, Families, and Climate 
Justice,” at the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies. In preparation 
for Beijing+25, WLP brought together thought-leaders on climate justice and women’s 
rights to discuss the role of women and youth in confronting the climate crisis. 
Approximately 75 activists, scholars, researchers, policymakers, and students from 
the Washington, DC area attended the event. It featured opening remarks from WLP 
Founder and President Mahnaz Afkhami and a keynote address by Former President 
of Ireland and former High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson. Musimbi 
Kanyoro, WLP Board Chair and former CEO of Global Fund for Women, moderated an 
expert panel discussion with leading activists from the Global South. 
Watch the event here.

Climate Justice in Senegal
In July 2019, Julie Cissé of WLP Senegal/GIPS-WAR organized a four-day event in the 
village of Ndiefoune Parba to mark the World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought. The event was part of GIPS-WAR’s Bay Dunde Program, which encourages 
women to discover the value of the earth and invest in its preservation. The project 
teaches women to consume sustainably by focusing on organic and fair-trade products 
that avoid soil degradation, and helps them to make a personal commitment to the 
protection and preservation of the land. The first three days of the event focused on 
a series of training activities for local leaders, 40 women and 15 men, to strengthen 
their initiatives to combat desertification and drought. The event culminated in the 
convening of a forum on July 3, 2019 in Thies, led by the women of GIPS-WAR, which 
included 150 women leaders, 50 local representatives from government and customary 
institutions, and 22 members of the media. The forum drew public attention to the 
need for innovative practices that will preserve the local environment, while ensuring 
equality between women and men, and providing livelihoods for women and youth.
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It’s Up to Us 
to Bridge Cyberspace

Women Leading with Courage in Times of Crisis
Webinar | April 28, 2020
WLP organized a webinar early in the pandemic to highlight the innovative solutions 
women were leading to address threats exacerbated by the crisis, including GBV, loss of 
income, and the erosion of human rights, and to build a more equal future. The event 
featured WLP partners and staff from Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, and the US. 
Attendees were from 38 countries across the globe. Watch the webinar here. 

Online Transnational Partners Convening 
June 4, 2020

WLP partner representatives from 15 countries, board members, and staff met online for 
the first-ever virtual Partnership convening to reflect on the state of the world and the 
state of the Partnership. As the partners provided overviews of their national contexts 
and the challenges their organizations were facing, patterns emerged. Partners shared 
examples of the gendered impacts of COVID-19 that they had witnessed, including an 
alarming rise in incidences of gender-based violence. Partners also shared the new ways 
they were adapting to the challenges facing their communities, and how they were 
mobilizing to meet the needs of women and girls. Out of the conversation emerged 
strategies and best practices for the Partnership to respond to the challenges of the 
pandemic. 

Zoom Trainings for WLP Partners’ eMobilization
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In a six-month period, WLP partners applied skills and 
techniques from WLP’s Zoom trainings to conduct over 

150 advocacy webinars and online trainings.

To support WLP partners and their allies with the transition to online 
spaces, WLP held online tutorials in March and April 2020 on how to use 
Zoom to meet partners’ needs. From these tutorials, WLP created Zoom 
guides and a self-paced course adapted to our work, demonstrating how 
partners can use this online platform to conduct participatory meetings 
and workshops. Partners have applied the learning from the tutorials to 
convene a range of activities from staff meetings and leadership training 
to large online advocacy events.



It’s Up to Us to 
Build a Resilient Movement 
The problems inherent in controlling the pandemic underscored that the old ways of 
leading to change are not working fast or effectively enough. It is time for new systems 
and solutions based on human dignity, equality, and rights. Women’s leadership can play 
a critical role in leading us out of this crisis with the right tools, enough resources, and a 
shared vision.

In FY2020, the WLP partners used creative strategies and resilience to support their 
communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. The new challenges and restrictions have 
spurred our partners to more innovative ways to connect and collaborate.

WYDII raised funds to fight hunger, and in FY2020 fed over 600 families in the East 
Java province of Indonesia through its online “Dollars for Mothers’ ‘ campaign. Many 
families with women heads of household, relying on their informal labor for income, 
struggled to make ends meet. WYDII’s efforts helped to alleviate some of the financial 
stress these mothers faced.

WLP Indonesia/WYDII Feeds Over 600 Families

WLP Morocco/ 
ADFM 
distributed 
hygiene 
supplies 
to people 
working in 
the informal 
sector during 
the COVID-19 
pandemic.

After the 
transgender 
community was 
excluded from 
the COVID-19 
welfare response 
in Malaysia, WLP 
Malaysia/AWAM 
used emergency 
funding to help 
supply provisions 
for 30 families in 
the transgender 
community.

WLP 
Mauritania/ 
AFCF 
distributed 
hygiene and 
food supplies 
to over 2,000 
families, and 
shared health 
guidelines 
to stop the 
spread of 
COVID-19.

WLP Nigeria/ 
CEADER 
distributed 
food items to 
marginalized 
groups in their 
community 
during the 
COVID-19 
pandemic.
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It’s Up to Us 
to Share Our Stories

WLP Brazil/CEPIA launched 
a new publication titled, 
From the Inside Out: Looks 
of Adolescent Girls and 
Boys on Social Isolation. The 
publication includes poems, 
prose, drawings, and songs by 
adolescents about how they 
are handling their fear and 
isolation during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

WLP Brazil/CEPIA Collects the 
Experiences of Youth During the Pandemic

WLP’s new social media 
initiative #ActivistArchives 
shares the wisdom and learning 
from women’s rights activists 
in the WLP network across all 
of our social media platforms. 
Graphics, quotes, and video 
clips offer WLP’s social media 
followers links to interviews, 
documentaries, and articles 
that chronicle the history of 
the women’s movement in the 
Global South.

#Activist Archives

In FY2020, WLP published 30 Oral History audio recordings from prominent 
women’s rights leaders to our online Learning Center as part of our efforts 
to preserve the history of the women’s movement in the Global South. This 
collection of work contains extensive interviews with grassroots women’s rights 
activists from 26 countries who discuss formative events in their personal lives 
and their eye-witness accounts of history in the making. 

WLP Oral History Project
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FISCIAL YEAR 2020 Finances
July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020

WLP Board of Directors
Mahnaz Afkhami 

Abena Busia
Hoda Elsadda

Musimbi Kanyoro (Chair)
Ann E. Mayer

Jacqueline Pitanguy
Madhavi Sunder

Thoraya Obaid (Emeritus)
Marian Wright Edelman (Emeritus)

FY2020 Expenses Total | $1,668,150.00

FY2020 Revenues Total | $1,425,038.00

Leadership and
Capacity-building 

General and
Administrative

Fundraising and
Development 

$1,351,173.00

$287,054.00

$29,923.00

Grants and 
Contributions 

Interest and 
Dividend Income

Other Income

Realized and unrealized 
gain (loss) on investments 

$1,389,403.00

$41,589.00

$478.00

($6,432.00)

Grants and
Contributions

97.1%

Interest and
Dividend Income
2.9%

Leadership and
Capacity-building

81%

General and
Administrative
17.2%

Fundraising and
Development
1.8%

WLP President

WLP Executive Director

Mahnaz Afkhami 

Allison Horowski
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