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  



(Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs MDG3 Fund) 
 (Ford Foundation) 

(National Endowment for Democracy) 
 (New Field Foundation) 

 (Oxfam-Novib) 




(Shaler Adams Foundation) 


 case studies 
 (BAOBAB)  WLP 

       
 

 

 CRTD-A 

  

 





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

Women's Learning Partnership for Rights, 
 (WLP:  )Development and Peace








 "  "   

 "  "  
 (Global South) 




 
 " 

Leading to Action: A Political Participation Handbook for " 


 Women 

www.learningpartnership.org 
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

 AIL  Afghan Institute of Learning 






http://www.creatinghope.org/aboutail  (pre-school)

 AWAM  All Women's Action Society 







http://www.awam.org.my 

 Association Democratique des Femmes  

  ADFM 




 (civil society)


http://www.adfm.ma 

 Association des Femmes Chefs du Famille 


 AFCF 



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
http://www.afcf.rim-asso.org

 Aurat Foundation 




http://www.af.org.pk/mainpage.htm 

 BAOBAB for Women's Human Rights 
 BAOBAB:





http://baobabwomen.org 

 /  Be-Free Centre/Bahrain Women's Association  / 
  BFC/BWA 

(information 
 technology)





http://www.bahrainws.org  "  "

Cidadania ,  Estudo,  P esquisa Informaçao e   

 Cepia  Açao



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
 (monitoring) 

 http://www.cepia.org.br 

Collec t ive  for Research & Training on  
 CRTD-A  Development-Action





http://crtda.org.lb/en 

 Community Education and Development Services 

 CEDS 





 (HIV/AIDS) 



 Fodem  Fondo de Desarrollo para la Mujer 


 (Grupo Intercambio)  
http://www.fodem.org.ni 

 FWID  Forum for Women in Development 





ix




http://www.anhar.net/who.htm 

 Foundation for the Support of Women’s Work 
 FSWW 




 (KEDV/FSWW)  / 




http://www.kedv.org.tr

H u ma n  R ig h t s  C e n t e r /C it ize n s  a g a in s t 

 / 

 CAC  Corruption





http://www.anticorruption.kg 
 Iran 

 (multimedia) 




 SWRC  Shymkent Women’s Resource Center 
 (trafficking) 

 

 

 

x



http://swrc.kz/eng 

/  Sisterhood Is Global Inst itute/Jordan  / 

 SIGI/J




 (ICT) 


http://www.sigi-jordan.org

 WATC  Women’s Affairs Technical Committee 








http://www.watcpal.org/english/index.as

 WSPM  Women’s Self-Promotion Movement 






 (network) 
 (Global South)



xi





  


 



 

 


 




 

 

 

 

 

 "

 


" 





xii






 (Global South) 










 

 









  " 

 " 



 "  " 







 "  "






 "   " 






 "  "






 "  " 













 "  "




 " 
 "  "" 




 " 

 " 

 "  " 










































 




















 "  " 




 "  " 










 



 

  "   "   "   "   "  "















 






  "" 













 












 
 


 


















 





























 

























 








































 



 















 "  " 
  "  " 

















 




 







 

































 capacity building 




 














(information technology) 


  

 








 


 facilitator 



























 "  "  

(Women's Learning Partnership, 2001)















 







 

 (notes) 















 "  " 


  























 (chalk board) 

 marker  flip chart 

 (tacks) 





"  "  

In our own words, by Nancy Flowers, Bethesda: Sitserhood Is Global  Insititute, 1999.













  






 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(napkins)  (plates)  














  






  

  supervisor 



  







  













  





























 








 










 










 


 





 










 

  





 










 (circle activity) 
 "  " 






 

 









 

 



















 (reunion) 
































 "  " 



























 "  " 













 

 






  

 




 

 

 















 "  " 








 (Wangari Muta Maathai) 


 (circle activity)








 "  " 




 " 


  (Green Belt Movement)  "


 " 









" 










 (Escola da Imaculada Conceição) 

 (Amazon)












 (carbon dioxide) 







 "  " 























 

 

 

 

  

 
















 

 



"  "


 (Martin Luther King, Jr.) 
 "  " 


 " 

 " 



 (Lincoln Memorial) 



 


 "

" 

 "







" 

 (Georgia)  "

" 

 (South)  "




" 

 "

 (Catholic) 
 "  (Protestant)  

" 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 







 

 

  

 














 

 







  








 "




 "





















 "








 "






(Family Protection  "

 Law)






 "








 


" 


 

 

 

 







  (Mary Robinson) 



 "




 "
















  










 "

 


 "



 "  " 
"  "  "  " 



 "

(Belfast)  
 (Dublin) 




 "








" 


 








  

  " "  

 



 



(Code of Conduct) 































 











 
 "  "  






 

 

 



 

 












 


 








 








  
(Cabinet 

 Secretary)







 


 







 "


 (National Institute of Public Administration) 





 "



 


 (career)  "




 (Management Services Division) 


 "






 (Vienna)  "


 









 "







  "





" 


 

 


 


 



 
 






















 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 (rally)  

 

 

 

 












 



 

 

 



 





 




 


 

 



 












 (Daphne Olu-Williams)  








 




 






 
 (African Kind Hearts Organization) 

 






 (Calabar)  



 BAOBAB 

 


 




 




 
 





 



 (Freetown) 







 



 




 





 








 


 

 




* 

"  "

 *

















  
(Sisterhood is  / 




 Global Institute/Jordan:SIGI/J )



 "






 "




 "





 "

 " 





 






 " 



 "






" 

 - 
 


 




 


 

 

 




















 

 






 

 

 

 












  (Tolekan Ismailova) 




 "







 "




 (Chechen Republic) 

 "  " 

 "


 "  " 







 
 











 "  " 



 "







 "





" 


 

 

 

 
































































 

 

 




 "

" 

 













 












 " 
 " 



 "  " 




 

 

 

































 




 

 "  "  

 































































 


 

 

 



 




 

 


 

 










 "  " 







 "  " 



 


 





















 

 


 










 "
 


" 


 "

" 










 "

" 






















 "  (Mirvat Abu Teej) 


(Women's  " 







 Forum for Development)



 
(Collective for Research and Training for Development-Action:CRTD-A) 


  (facebook)



 "  " 









 

 


 

 











http:/ /apps.facebook.com/causes/view_cause/17486 







 






  




 "




" 





 95   













 





 (governing bodies) 

 "  " 



 ""



 "  "












 "  " 

 "  " 
 "  " 





 

  

   

 


  


















 "

(Carla Hernandez) 






 (mayor) 




 
 " 

 " 



 

" 








 

 



 (platform)  






 "  " 




 

 

 



















  (quota) 




















 "




 (Anders Johnsson) 



" 





 



  


  

  


   

    


  





 





 

 

 

 





www.ipu.org 











  


  
  


   (Beijing Platform for Action)





 " 


 "  " 

" 


 " 

" 











 

 

 

 

 










(Tomurcuk  (Gulser Esim)  

 Cooperative)




























  

 



  


 

 

 

 

 














 

  

 






 "  "   


















 http:/ /www.sign4change.info/english  








 www.learningpartnership.org 




















(sms) 




 (CEDAW) 

 "  " 








 




 







 



 








(Equality without Reservation Campaign) "  " 




 "  "


 (CEDAW) 










  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(librarian)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 








 " 

  " 







 


 

 

  














 "  " 































Women's  (Nadia Al-Alawi) 
 WVC  Vocational Centre:





















 x 













 

 (NGO) 


 








 



 

 

 













 (sticker) (flyer) 






 "  " 












 " 

 "  




   


 (neurologist) 


  



 



  


  







 

 







 



 













(Working Group to Eradicate 

 Domestic Violence)






 

 






 "  " 
 












 


 


 


 



  "  " 

  






  (Jacqueline Pitanguy)  
 

 (National Council for Women's Rights:NCWR) 




 "







    

 1989  1986 







'  '  "




 ' 
 ' 





 "







 "






 "





" 








 

 

 

 



















 




















 

 

 

 

 

 














 

 


 

 








 



 












 


 

 








 "  " 




  


 " 

 " 








 








 " 



" 


 " 




 " 



(National Network to 
Support the Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in Development in

 "  Morocco)


" 




 " 











 (Casablanca) 


 " 

 







 ""  " 



" 


 

 

 

 







 (International Women's Democracy Network) 









  (World Movement for Democracy) 
International Women's 

 IWDN  Democracy Network







  








 

 


 

 


 (Online Resource Centre)  







http: //www.learningpartnership.org/iwdn  




 

"  "  



 



 










 (Lena Rivas)  (Women's Union) 













 "  " 







" 

  " 

 "  " 
 "    " 

  "

" 

  "
" 

 "


" 

  "

" 

"  "

 "

" 

 " 



" 


 









 

 



 

 






  













 





 

































 

 




 



 









 



 

 
 

 



 















 

 

 "  " 








 (Michelle Bachelet) 
  (Chile) 

 (Gavin Esler)  (Hard Talk)"  " 






 











 (Ricardo Lagos) 
 " 

 "  " 
 " 

"   " 







 

 







"  " 

















 (Hillary Clinton)  







 

 


 "  (ABC News) 

 (Cafe Expresso) 

" 




 " 

" 

 


 "  " 

 "  "  " 









 "   "

" 

 " 
" 


  (Donna Karen) 
 " 

" 

 





   



 


 


 


 


















"Campaign for Good
  " 

 CGH  Hygiene




 (intern) 




































 



 

 

 

 

 



 "  " 















 (City Planning Commission) 











 














 " 

 " 








"  " 


 

 

  

 

 















 

 "  "  


 "  " 






 (Kim Campbell) 




 "









 






 








 (Mark Lepine)  "

 (Ecole Polytechnique)  (Montreal) 



 "

 


 "




 "




 "

 






 "





 "








" 


 

 



 

 

 










 WLRC  (Women's Legal Resource Campaign) 
 

 (Tatiana Nazirova) 















 











































 




 


 

 

 

 



 












(Global Poverty Working 







 Group)

 (globalization) 


 (Monica Gane) 


(Count Our Research) 

 COR 


 (Ailana Benge) 



 (WG) 

 (fact sheet)  (COR) 




 






 










 








 
 

 















 












  (Pacifica)  














 



 





 


 










 (AIDS)

















 

 




 
 

 
 




 

























 





 


 






 "  " 


 









 

 

 

 

 

























 
 (Temi Mutesi) 


 " 
" 
















  

 


 



 

 " 
 " 












 

 


 










 (Usha Patel) 


 " 






" 








"  " 

 " 
" 

 "

" 

 ""  " 


" 

 "


" 


"  "  



 

 

 


 (timeline) 



















 





 (CEDAW)


















 









 


 

 


 













 (Astrid Hejinian) 












"  " 


 



 









 

 

 

 
















 

 

 
























 


(  )








 

 



 









 










 "  "












     




     




     




      

     




      

     




      

     




     











     




     




     




     




     




     



























    







     




     




     




     




 
















  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

















 "(Bharatiya Airwaves)  " 




(Women's 

 WAG  Action Group)




 (Heena Dilawar) 







 (glass ceiling)"  " 


 "  " 











 "  " 
 







 (broadcast studio) 

 " 



" 











 



 

 










 "  " 





 


 



 



 



"  "

























 " 
" 

 " 
 "

"  " 

 "  "



"  " 

 "  " 



 (End Honour Crimes Coalition)"  " 

 EHCC 


 " 

" 


 " 







" 




" 




" 



 "  " 


 


 

 

 

 


 




 













 (press release) 














 

 /





 











 




 


 



 "  "  



 





 


 


 


 











(The Trojan Horse) 
 WE  )(Women Empowered) 




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


 

















 






 (Jill Morena)  "
 " 

" 






 

 "  "  




 

 '  
 'xx.xx.xxxx

 

 
 

 







 

  

 

--  -- 
 # # #  (pound)  















(Tip Sheet) 


  


























 "  "  





 ...... 
 ................................... 
 .................................................... 
 .................................................... 
 .......................................................... 
 ......................................................... 
 ........................................................... 
 .......................................................... 
 .......................................................... 
  ........................................ 
 ............................................... 
  ............................................ 

 

 (constituents)

 






 

















 "  " 







 













































 (logo) 








(bumper 

 sticker)

 


 

















 





 

"  


 " 

  

























 











"  " 































 "  " 


















 






 





 


 


 



 

























 

 

 


 


 


 



 










 



 



 

 




 

 












(Authoritarianism) 



(Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action) 

 "  "






(Beijing Declaration and Platform for "  " 

 Action)



(Coalition) 



(Consensus) 











(Customary Law) 




(Declaration and Platform for Action) 

 "  " 

(Democracy) 



(Democratic Decision-Making) 




(Dictatorship) 


(Diplomacy) 


 

(Family Law or Family Code)  












(Feminism) 



(Human Rights) 



(United  Nations Universal Declaration of Human 

 Rights)

(Ideology) 




(International Law) 



(International Human Rights Law) 






(Patriarchy) 


(Pluralism) 











(Propaganda)




(Rights-based) 



(Theocracy) 



(Totalitarianism) 


(Tyranny) 



(Universal Declaration of Human Rights)   




(Violence Against Women) 











(Quotas for Women) 



 













The Association of European Parliamentarians for Africa (AWEPA)

 


http://www.awepa.org 

Campaign for Good Governance (CGG)
 

http://www.slcgg.org 

CAWTAR


http://www.cawtar.org 

The Center for Asia-Pacific Women in Politics (CAPWIP)  




http://www.capwip.org

The Club of Madrid










http://www.clubmadrid.org 

Elect Women Magazine 

 (online) 


 (blog) 
http://www.electwomen.com 

Global Database of Quotas for Women

 (International IDEA) 

http://www.quotaproject.org 

iKNOW Politics, International Knowledge Network of Women in Politics




http://www.iknowpolitics.org 

International IDEA 

 





http://www.idea.int 

The Inter-Parliamentary Union 

 
 " 

 " 
http://www.ipu.org/iss-e/women.htm







MobileActive.org





http://mobileactive.org 

Mowatinat

(Sisterhood  "  " 
 Is Global Institute/Jordan )


http://www.mowatinat.org/articles/index.php

NDI/The National Democratic Institute 




http://www.ndi.org

onlinewomeninpolitics.org




http://www.onlinewomeninpolitics.org

Program on Governance in the Arab Region (POGAR)




http://www.pogar.org

United Cities and Local Governments'














http://www.cities-localgovernments.org

Women's Political Participation in Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco

 
 

 UN-INSTRAW 


http://www.un-instraw.org/en/ggpp/maghreb-project/maghreb-project-2.html

Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI)





http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi 

The World Movement for Democracy 




http://www.wmd.org

World Wide Guide to Women in Leadership




http://www.guide2womenleaders.com











(Delphine Torres)  




(CRTD-A) 
 

(Collective for Research and Training on Development-Action)

















 (quota) 










































































 
















 egalitarianism 








 threshold 















 "  " 


 "  "  (Maria Deraismes) 




 CEDAW 





 CEDAW 


 parity  CEDAW







 CEDAW 




 CEDAW 





 CEDAW  









(Platform for 
 Action)







(Universal Islamic Declaration of 

(Cairo  UIDHR  Human Rights)

 CDHRI  Declaration of Human Rights in Islam)

 ACHR  (Arab Charter on  Human Rights) 







 
(Protocol to the African Charter on Human and 

 People's Rights on the Rights of Women in Africa)





 (Maputo Protocol) 



 (Millenium Declaration) 

 ( Millen iu m Dev elo pmen t Goa ls 



 MDGs 
















(The "  "  (Simone de Beauvoir) 








(El izabe th  Seco nd  Sex)

 Badinter)










 

 (ghettos) 


(Sylviane  

 

 Agacinski)







 equal duality "   " 







(Pierre Rosanvallon)   (College de France) 







 "  "  "



























 

 










  


 




 
 









 catalyst 

 





(The United Nations 
 International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women)

 UN-INSTRAW 
























 ( I D E A )  ( U N I F E M ) 
 (Quotaproject)  (Inter-Parliamentary Union)




 "  " 



 "  " 
















(UNIFEM, Progress Report, 2008-2009)

 
"  


  "  


 (glass ceiling effect)




 zipper principle  "  " 




 


 



 
















 (task force) 







(MDG Report) 




 (UNDP) 











 CEDAW 


 CEDAW 
 (Optional Protocol)  CEDAW

 








 state feminism  








 


 

 

 

















 







 Optional Protocol  CEDAW







 (H. Alimi M'Chichi) 











 CEDAW 
 (Moudawana) 





(Etre femme en Egypt, au Maroc et en "  " 

(Fatima  (Alain Roussillon)  

 Jordanie)

 Zahra Zryouil)











( Dem o cr a t ic  As s o c i a t io n  o f  Mo r r o can 

 ADFM  Women-ADMF)














 


 





(Supreme Counci l for    

 CEDAW  Women)


 CEDAW 





 (Equality without Reservation) "  " 












 
 CEDAW 




 (Jordanian National Commission for Women) 





















 Circassians 






















 CEDAW 




 "  " 

 

 CEDAW 















 (Supreme Constitutional Court)  








(National Council for 
 Women)


















 







 C 

 CEDAW 








(Lamia  (National Commission for Lebanese Women) 

 Osseiran)











 (Marie Nassif-Debs)  






 (Drude Dahlerup) 

















CEDAW 

 















 










 decentralization 





 (Women's Reservation Bill) 







 


































  








  







  













 



  







 




 (zipper system) 








(Christine de  
 Pizan)
















" 
 "  " 

"  "  " 
 (French Observatory on Parity Between Women and Men)

 "  "  "  (Catherine Genisson) 

 " 



 "  " 


Political  (Valerie Merour) 
 "  Representation of Women in Liberal Democracies 


" 











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



 




 



 



 (Quebec) 
 (Quebec Liberal Party) 





 







 IDRC  (International Development Research Centre)














 





 






 (Peronist Party) 


 (Honduras) 

 (Guatemala) 





(El 
 Heraldo)




 














 (Cordoba) 



 CEDAW 


 

 (Chamber of Deputies)


(Buenous Aires) 
(Christina  

 Kirchner)


 (African Institute Basic Research)  

(French National  (Fatou Sow) 
 "  CNRS  Center for Scientific Research)


"   













 iKNOW Politics





 
 ) (Women 's National Coalition) 

 WNC 


(African 

 National Congress)





 decentralization 








  











 (Maputo Protocol) 


 
 IPU  (Inter-Parliamentary Union) 

















 













 "  (Male-Female Equality in the Euro-Med region)

 "   



 





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

  


















(relativity) 


 





















































 















  




  






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



 epistemologically 




 




 
 








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.

"Women in Power and Decision-making"

Excerpted from

The United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women

Beijing, China - September 1995, 

Action for Equality, Development and Peace

PLATFORM FOR ACTION 

G. Women in Power and Decision-making 
181. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the  right to take 

part in the Government of his/her country. The empowerment  and autonomy of women 

and the improvement of women's social, economic  and political status is essential for the 

achievement of both transparent and  accountable government and administration and 

sustainable development  in all areas of life. The power relations that prevent women from 

leading  fulfilling lives operate at many levels of society, from the most personal to the 

highly public. Achieving the goal of equal participation of women and  men in 

decision-making will provide a balance that more accurately reflects  the composition of 

society and is needed in order to strengthen democracy  and promote its proper functioning. 

Equality in political decision-making  performs a leverage function without which it is 

highly unlikely that a  real integration of the equality dimension in government 

policy-making is  feasible. In this respect, women's equal participation in political life plays 

a  pivotal role in the general process of the advancement of women. Women's  equal 

participation in decision-making is not only a demand for simple  justice or democracy but 

can also be seen as a necessary condition for  women's interests to be taken into account. 

Without the active participation  of women and the incorporation of women's perspective at 

all levels of decision -making, the goals of equality, development and peace connot be

achieved.

182. Despite the widespread movement towards democratization in most  countries, women 

are largely underrepresented at most levels of  government, especially in ministerial and 

other executive bodies, and have  made little progress in attaining political power in 

legislative bodies or in  achieving the target endorsed by the Economic and Social Council  

of having  30 per cent women in positions at decision-making levels by 1995. Globally, 

only 10 per cent of the members of legislative bodies and a lower percentage of ministerial


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positions are now held by women. Indeed, some countries, including those that are 

undergoing fundamental political, economic and social changes, have seen a significant 

decrease in the number of women represented in legislative bodies. Although women make 

up at least half of the electorate in almost all countries and have attained the right to vote

and hold office in almost all States Members of the United Nations, women continue to be 

seriously underrepresented as candidates for public office. The traditional working patterns 

of many political parties and government structures continue to be barriers to women's 

participation in public life. Women may be discouraged from seeking political office by 

discriminatory attitudes and practices, family and child-care responsibilities, and the high

cost of seeking and holding public office. Women in politics and decisionmaking positions 

in Governments and legislative bodies contribute to redefining political priorities, placing 

new items on the political agenda that reflect and address women's gender-specific 

concerns, values and experiences, and providing new perspectives on mainstream political 

issues.

183. Women have demonstrated considerable leadership in community and informal 

organizations, as well as in public office. However, socialization and negative stereotyping 

of women and men, including stereotyping through the media, reinforces the tendency for 

political decision-making to remain the domain of men. Likewise, the under representation 

of women in decision-making positions in the areas of art, culture, sports, the media,

education, religion and the law have prevented women from having a significant impact on 

many key institutions.

184. Owing to their limited access to the traditional avenues to power, such as the 

decision-making bodies of political parties, employer organizations and trade unions, 

women have gained access to power through alternative structures, particularly in the 

non-governmental organization sector. Through non-governmental organizations and 

grass-roots organizations, women have been able to articulate their interests and concerns 

and have placed women's issues on the national, regional and international agendas.

185. Inequality in the public arena can often start with discriminatory attitudes and 

practices and unequal power relations between women and men within the family, as 

defined in paragraph 29 above. The unequal division of labour  and responsibilities within 

households based on unequal power relations also limits women's potential to find the time 

and develop the skills required for participation in decision-making in wider public forums. 

A more equal sharing of those responsibilities between women and men not only provides

a better quality of life for women and their daughters but also enhances their opportunities 

to shape and design public policy, practice and expenditure so that their interests may be 

recognized and addressed. Non-formal networks and patterns of decision-making at the 


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local community level that reflect a dominant male ethos restrict women's ability to 

participate equally in political, economic and social life.

186. The low proportion of women among economic and political decision makers at the 

local, national, regional and international levels reflects structural and attitudinal barriers 

that need to be addressed through positive measures. Governments, transnational and 

national corporations, the mass media, banks, academic and scientific institutions, and 

regional and international organizations, including those in the United Nations system, do 

not make full use of women's talents as top-level managers, policy makers, diplomats and 

negotiators.

187. The equitable distribution of power and decision-making at all levels is dependent on 

Governments and other actors undertaking statistical gender analysis and mainstreaming a 

gender perspective in policy development and the implementation of programmes. Equality 

in decision-making is essential to the empowerment of women. In some countries, 

affirmative action has led to 33.3 per cent or larger representation in local and national

Governments.

188. National, regional and international statistical institutions still have insufficient 

knowledge of how to present the issues related to the equal treatment of women and men in 

the economic and social spheres. In particular, there is insufficient use of existing databases 

and methodologies in the important sphere of decision-making.

189. In addressing the inequality between men and women in the sharing of power and 

decision-making at all levels, Governments and other actors should promote an active and 

visible policy of mainstreaming a gender perspective in all policies and programmes so that 

before decisions are taken, an analysis is made of the effects on women and men, 

respectively.

Strategic objective G.1.
Take measures to ensure women's equal access to and full participation in power

structures and decision-making

Actions to be taken

190. By Governments:
a. Commit themselves to establishing the goal of gender balance in governmental bodies 

and committees, as well as in public administrative entities, and in the judiciary, including, 

inter alia, setting specific targets and implementing measures to substantially increase the 

number of women with a view to achieving equal representation of women and men, if 


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necessary through positive action, in all governmental and public administration positions;

b. Take measures, including, where appropriate, in electoral systems that encourage 

political parties to integrate women in elective and non-elective public positions in the 

same proportion and at the same levels as men;

c. Protect and promote the equal rights of women and men to engage in political activities 

and to freedom of association, including membership in political parties and trade unions;

d. Review the differential impact of electoral systems on the political representation of 

women in elected bodies and consider, where appropriate, the adjustment or reform of 

those systems;

e. Monitor and evaluate progress in the representation of women through the regular 

collection, analysis and dissemination of quantitative and qualitative data on women and 

men at all levels in various decision-making positions in the public and private sectors, and 

disseminate data on the number of  women and men employed at various levels in 

Governments on a yearly basis; ensure that women and men have equal access to the full 

range of public appointments and set up mechanisms within governmental structures for 

monitoring progress in this field;

f. Support non-governmental organizations and research institutes that conduct studies on 

women's participation in and impact on decision-making and the decision-making 

environment;

g. Encourage greater involvement of indigenous women in decision-making at all levels;

h. Encourage and, where appropriate, ensure that government-funded organizations adopt 

non-discriminatory policies and practices in order to increase the number and raise the 

position of women in their organizations;

i. Recognize that shared work and parental responsibilities between women and men 

promote women's increased participation in public life, and take appropriate measures to 

achieve this, including measures to reconcile family and professional life;

j. Aim at gender balance in the lists of national candidates nominated for election or 

appointment to United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and other autonomous 

organizations of the United Nations system, particularly for posts at the senior level.

191. By political parties:
a. Consider examining party structures and procedures to remove all barriers that directly or 
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indirectly discriminate against the participation of women;

b. Consider developing initiatives that allow women to participate fully in all internal 

policy-making structures and appointive and electoral nominating processes;

c. Consider incorporating gender issues in their political agenda, taking measures to ensure 

that women can participate in the leadership of political parties on an equal basis with men.

192. By Governments, national bodies, the private sector, political parties, trade unions, 

employers' organizations, research and academic institutions, subregional and regional 

bodies and non-governmental and international organizations:

a. Take positive action to build a critical mass of women leaders, executives and managers 

in strategic decision-making positions;

b. Create or strengthen, as appropriate, mechanisms to monitor women' access to senior 

levels of decision-making;

c. Review the criteria for recruitment and appointment to advisory and decision-making 

bodies and promotion to senior positions to ensure tha such criteria are relevant and do not 

discriminate against women;

d. Encourage efforts by non-governmental organizations, trade unions and the private 

sector to achieve equality between women and men in their ranks, including equal 

participation in their decision-making bodies and in negotiations in all areas and at all 

levels;

e. Develop communications strategies to promote public debate on the new roles of men 

and women in society, and in the family as defined in paragraph 29 above;

f. Restructure recruitment and career-development programmes to ensure that all women, 

especially young women, have equal access to managerial, entrepreneurial, technical and 

leadership training, including on-the-job training;

g. Develop career advancement programmes for women of all ages that include career 

planning, tracking, mentoring, coaching, training and retraining;

h. Encourage and support the participation of women's non-governmental organizations in 

United Nations conferences and their preparatory processes;

i. Aim at and support gender balance in the composition of delegations to the United 

Nations and other international forums.
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193 By the United Nations:
a. Implement existing and adopt new employment policies and measures in order to achieve 

overall gender equality, particularly at the Professional level and above, by the year 2000, 

with due regard to the importance of recruiting staff on as wide a geographical basis as 

possible, in conformity with Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations;

b. Develop mechanisms to nominate women candidates for appointment to senior posts in 

the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other organizations and bodies of the 

United Nations system;

c. Continue to collect and disseminate quantitative and qualitative data on women and men 

in decision-making and analyse their differential  impact on decision-making and monitor 

progress towards achieving the Secretary-General's target of having women hold 50 per 

cent of managerial and decision-making positions by the year 2000.

194. By women's organizations, non-governmental organizations, trade unions, social 

partners, producers, and industrial and professional organizations:

a. Build and strengthen solidarity among women through information, education and 

sensitization activities;

b. Advocate at all levels to enable women to influence political, economic and social 

decisions, processes and systems, and work towards seeking accountability from elected 

representatives on their commitment to gender concerns;

c. Establish, consistent with data protection legislation, databases on women and their 

qualification for use in appointing women to senior decision-making and advisory 

positions, for dissemination to Governments, regional and international organizations and 

private enterprise, political parties and other relevant bodies.

Strategic objective G.2.
Increase women's capacity to participate in decision-making and leadership

Actions to be taken

195. By Governments, national bodies, the private sector, political parties, trade unions, 

employers' organizations, sub-regional and regional bodies, non-governmental and 

international organizations and educational institutions:

a. Provide leadership and self-esteem training to assist women and girls, particularly those 

with special needs, women with disabilities and women belonging to racial and ethnic 

minorities to strengthen their self-esteem and to encourage them to take decision-making 
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positions;

b. Have transparent criteria for decision-making positions and ensure that the selecting 

bodies have a gender-balanced composition;

c. Create a system of mentoring for inexperienced women and, in particular, offer training, 

including training in leadership and decision-making, public speaking and self-assertion, as 

well as in political campaigning;

d. Provide gender-sensitive training for women and men to promote nondiscriminatory 

working relationships and respect for diversity in work and management styles;

e. Develop mechanisms and training to encourage women to participate in the electoral 

process, political activities and other leadership areas.
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.

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women (CEDAW)

The convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly on 18 
December 1979 (resolution 34/180) and entered into force on 3 
September 1981; the text, annexed to the resolution, is as follows:

The States Parties to the present Convention

Noting that the Charter of the United Nations reaffirms faith in fundamental human rights, 

in the dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights of men and women,

Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights affirms the principle of the 

inadmissibility of discrimination and proclaims that all human beings are born free and 

equal in dignity and rights and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set 

forth therein, without distinction of any kind, including distinction based on sex,

Noting that the States Parties to the International Covenants on Human Rights have the 

obligation to ensure the equal rights of men and women to enjoy all economic, social, 

cultural, civil and political rights,

Considering the international conventions concluded under the auspices of the United 

Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and women,

Noting also the resolutions, declarations and recommendations adopted by the United 

Nations and the specialized agencies promoting equality of rights of men and women,

Concerned, however, that despite these various instruments extensive discrimination 

against women continues to exist,

Recalling that discrimination against women violates the principles of equality of rights and 

respect for human dignity, is an obstacle to the participation of women, on equal terms with 

men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life of their countries, hampers the 

growth of the prosperity of society and the family and makes more difficult the full 

development of the potentialities of women in the service of their countries and of 

humanity,

Concerned that in situations of poverty women have the least access to food, health, 

education, training and opportunities for employment and other needs,







Convinced that the establishment of the new international economic order based on equity 

and justice will contribute significantly towards the promotion of equality between men and 

women,

Emphasizing that the eradication of apartheid, all forms of racism, racial discrimination, 

colonialism, neo-colonialism, aggression, foreign occupation and domination and 

interference in the internal affairs of States is essential to the full enjoyment of the rights of 

men and women,

Affirming that the strengthening of international peace and security, the relaxation of 

international tension, mutual co-operation among all States irrespective of their social and 

economic systems, general and complete disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament 

under strict and effective international control, the affirmation of the principles of justice, 

equality and mutual benefit in relations among countries and the realization of the right of 

peoples under alien and colonial domination and foreign occupation to self-determination 

and independence, as well as respect for national sovereignty and territorial integri ty, will 

promote social progress and development and as a consequence will contribute to the 

attainment of full equality between men and women,

Convinced that the full and complete development of a country, the welfare of the world 

and the cause of peace require the maximum participation of women on equal terms with 

men in all fields,

Bearing in mind the great contribution of women to the welfare of the family and to the 

development of society, so far not fully recognized, the social significance of maternity and 

the role of both parents in the family and in the upbringing of children, and aware that the 

role of women in procreation should not be a basis for discrimination but that the 

upbringing of children requires a sharing of responsibility between men and women and 

society as a whole,

Aware that a change in the traditional role of men as well as the role of women in society 

and in the family is needed to achieve full equality between men and women,

Determined to implement the principles set forth in the Declaration on the Elimination of 

Discrimination against Women and, for that purpose, to adopt the measures required for the 

elimination of such discrimination in all its forms and manifestations,

Have agreed on the following:
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PART I

Article 1
For the purposes of the present Convention, the term "discrimination against women" shall

mean any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex which has the effect 

or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by women, 

irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, of human 

rights and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any 

other field.

Article 2
States Parties condemn discrimination against women in all its forms, agree to pursue by all 

appropriate means and without delay a policy of eliminating discrimination against women

and, to this end, undertake:

(a) To embody the principle of the equality of men and women in their national

constitutions or other appropriate legislation if not yet incorporated therein and to ensure,

through law and other appropriate means, the practical realization of this principle;

(b) To adopt appropriate legislative and other measures, including sanctions where

appropriate, prohibiting all discrimination against women;

(c) To establish legal protection of the rights of women on an equal basis with men and to

ensure through competent national tribunals and other public institutions the effective

protection of women against any act of discrimination;

(d) To refrain from engaging in any act or practice of discrimination against women and to

ensure that public authorities and institutions shall act in conformity with this obligation;

(e) To take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women by any

person, organization or enterprise;

(f) To take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to modify or abolish existing

laws, regulations, customs and practices which constitute discrimination against women;

(g) To repeal all national penal provisions which constitute discrimination against women.

Article 3
States Parties shall take in all fields, in particular in the political, social, economic and

cultural fields, all appropriate measures, including legislation, to ensure the full 

development and advancement of women , for the purpose of guaranteeing them the 

exercise and enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms on a basis of equality 

with men.

Article 4
1. Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures aimed at accelerating de facto

equality between men and women shall not be considered discrimination as defined in the
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present Convention, but shall in no way entail as a consequence the maintenance of unequal

or separate standards; these measures shall be discontinued when the objectives of equality

of opportunity and treatment have been achieved.

2. Adoption by States Parties of special measures, including those measures contained in

the present Convention, aimed at protecting maternity shall not be considered

discriminatory.

Article 5
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures:

(a) To modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view to

achieving the elimination of prejudices and customary and all other practices which are

based on the idea of the inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped

roles for men and women;

(b) To ensure that family education includes a proper understanding of maternity as a social

function and the recognition of the common responsibility of men and women in the

upbringing and development of their children, it being understood that the interest of the

children is the primordial consideration in all cases.

Article 6

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislation, to suppress all

forms of traffic in women and exploitation of prostitution of women.

PART II

Article 7
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women

in the political and public life of the country and, in particular, shall ensure to women, on 

equal terms with men, the right:

(a) To vote in all elections and public referenda and to be eligible for election to all publicly

elected bodies;

(b) To participate in the formulation of government policy and the implementation thereof

and to hold public office and perform all public functions at al l levels of government;

(c) To participate in non-governmental organizations and associations concerned with the

public and political life of the country.

Article 8
States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure to women, on equal terms with
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men and without any discrimination, the opportunity to represent their Governments at the 

international level and to participate in the work of international organizations.

Article 9

1. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men to acquire, change or retain their

nationality. They shall ensure in particular that neither marriage to an alien nor change of

nationality by the husband during marriage shall automatically change the nationality of the

wife, render her stateless or force upon her the nationality of the husband.

2. States Parties shall grant women equal rights with men with respect to the nationality of

their children.

PART III

Article 10

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women

in order to ensure to them equal rights with men in the field of education and in particular 

to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women:

(a) The same conditions for career and vocational guidance, for access to studies and for

the achievement of diplomas in educational establishments of all  categories in rural as well

as in urban areas; this equality shall be ensured in pre-school, general, technical,

professional and higher technical education, as well as in all types of vocational training;

(b) Access to the same curricula, the same examinations, teaching staff with qualifications

of the same standard and school premises and equipment of the same quality;

(c) The elimination of any stereotyped concept of the roles of men and women at all levels

and in all forms of education by encouraging coeducation and other types of education

which will help to achieve this aim and, in particular, by the revision of textbooks and

school programmes and the adaptation of teaching methods;

(d ) The same opportunities to benefit from scholarships and other study grants;

(e) The same opportunities for access to programmes of continuing education, including

adult and functional literacy programmes, particulary those aimed at reducing, at the

earliest possible time, any gap in education existing between men and women;

(f) The reduction of female student drop-out rates and the organization of programmes for

girls and women who have left school prematurely;

(g) The same Opportunities to participate actively in sports and physical education;

(h) Access to specific educational information to help to ensure the health and well-being

of families, including information and advice on family planning.

Article 11
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against
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women in the field of employment in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and

women, the same rights, in particular:

(a) The right to work as an inalienable right of all human beings;

(b) The right to the same employment opportunities, including the application of the same

criteria for selection in matters of employment;

(c) The right to free choice of profession and employment, the right to promotion, job

security and all benefits and conditions of service and the right to receive vocational

training and retraining, including apprenticeships, advanced vocational training and

recurrent training;

(d) The right to equal remuneration, including benefits, and to equal treatment in respect of

work of equal value, as well as equality of treatment in the evaluation of the quality of

work;

(e) The right to social security, particularly in cases of retirement, unemployment, sickness,

invalidity and old age and other incapacity to work, as well as the right to paid leave;

(f) The right to protection of health and to safety in working conditions, including the

safeguarding of the function of reproduction.

2. In order to prevent discrimination against women on the grounds of marriage or

maternity and to ensure their effective right to work, States Parties shall take appropriate

measures:

(a) To prohibit, subject to the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the grounds of

pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the basis of marital

status;

(b) To introduce maternity leave with pay or with comparable social benefits without loss

of former employment, seniority or social allowances;

(c) To encourage the provision of the necessary supporting social services to enable parents

to combine family obligations with work responsibilities and participation in public life, in

particular through promoting the establishment and development of a network of child-care

facilities;

(d) To provide special protection to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to be

harmful to them.

3. Protective legislation relating to matters covered in this article shall be reviewed

periodically in the light of scientific and technological knowledge and shall be revised,

repealed or extended as necessary.

Article 12

1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against

women in the field of health care in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and
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women, access to health care services, including those related to family planning.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph I of this article, States Parties shall ensure

to women appropriate services in connection with pregnancy, confinement and the

post-natal period, granting free services where necessary, as well as adequate nutrition

during pregnancy and lactation.

Article 13

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women

in other areas of economic and social life in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men 

and women, the same rights, in particular:

(a) The right to family benefits;

(b) The right to bank loans, mortgages and other forms of financial credit;

(c) The right to participate in recreational activities, sports and all aspects of cultural life.

Article 14

1. States Parties shall take into account the particular problems faced by rural women and

the significant roles which rural women play in the economic survival of their families,

including their work in the non-monetized sectors of the economy, and shall take all

appropriate measures to ensure the application of the provisions of the present Convention

to women in rural areas.

2. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against

women in rural areas in order to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women, that they

participate in and benefit from rural development and, in particular, shall ensure to such

women the right:

(a) To participate in the elaboration and implementation of development planning at all

levels;

(b) To have access to adequate health care facilities, including information, counselling and

services in family planning;

(c) To benefit directly from social security programmes;

(d) To obtain all types of training and education, formal and non-formal, including that

relating to functional literacy, as well as, inter alia, the benefit of all community and

extension services, in order to increase their technical proficiency;

(e) To organize self-help groups and co-operatives in order to obtain equal access to

economic opportunities through employment or self employment;

(f) To participate in all community activities;

(g) To have access to agricultural credit and loans, marketing facilities, appropriate

technology and equal treatment in land and agrarian reform as well as in land resettlement

schemes;
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(h) To enjoy adequate living conditions, particularly in relation to housing, sanitation,

electricity and water supply, transport and communications.

PART IV

Article 15

1. States Parties shall accord to women equality with men before the law.

2. States Parties shall accord to women, in civil matters, a legal capacity identical to that of

men and the same opportunities to exercise that capacity. In particular, they shall give

women equal rights to conclude contracts and to administer property and shall treat them

equally in all stages of procedure in courts and tribunals.

3. States Parties agree that all contracts and all other private instruments of any kind with a

legal effect which is directed at restricting the legal capacity of women shall be deemed null

and void.

4. States Parties shall accord to men and women the same rights with regard to the law

relating to the movement of persons and the freedom to choose their residence and

domicile.

Article 16
1. States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against

women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations and in particular shall ensure,

on a basis of equality of men and women:

(a) The same right to enter into marriage;

(b) The same right freely to choose a spouse and to enter into marriage only with their free

and full consent;

(c) The same rights and responsibilities during marriage and at its dissolution;

(d) The same rights and responsibilities as parents, irrespective of their marital status, in

matters relating to their children; in all cases the interests of the children shall be

paramount;

(e) The same rights to decide freely and responsibly on the number and spacing of their

children and to have access to the information, education and means to enable them to

exercise these rights;

(f) The same rights and responsibilities with regard to guardianship, wardship, trusteeship

and adoption of children, or similar institutions where these concepts exist in national

legislation; in all cases the interests of the children shall be paramount;

(g) The same personal rights as husband and wife, including the right to choose a family

name, a profession and an occupation;

(h) The same rights for both spouses in respect of the ownership, acquisition, management,

administration, enjoyment and disposition of property, whether free of charge or for a
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valuable consideration.

2. The betrothal and the marriage of a child shall have no legal effect, and all necessary

action, including legislation, shall be taken to specify a minimum age for marriage and to

make the registration of marriages in an official registry compulsory.

PART V

Article 17
1. For the purpose of considering the progress made in the implementation of the present

Convention, there shall be established a Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination

against Women (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) consisting, at the time of entry

into force of the Convention, of eighteen and, after ratification of or accession to the

Convention by the thirty-fifth State Party, of twenty-three experts of high moral standing

and competence in the field covered by the Convention. The experts shall be elected by

States Parties from among their nationals and shall serve in their personal capacity,

consideration being given to equitable geographical distribution and to the representation

of the different forms of civilization as well as the principal legal systems.

2. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons

nominated by States Parties. Each State Party may nominate one person from among its

own nationals.

3. The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the entry into force of the

present Convention. At least three months before the date of each election the

Secretary-General of the United Nations shall address a letter to the States Parties inviting

them to submit their nominations within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a

list in alphabetical order of all persons thus nominated, indicating the States Parties which

have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties.

4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of States Parties

convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters. At that meeting, for

which two thirds of the States Parties shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the

Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute

majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

5. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. However, the

terms of nine of the members elected at the first election shall  expire at the end of two

years; immediately after the first election the names of these nine members shall be chosen

by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.

6. The election of the five additional members of the Committee shall be held in

accordance with the provisions of paragraphs 2, 3 and 4 of this article, following the

thirty-fifth ratification or accession. The terms of two of the additional members elected on

this occasion shall expire at the end of two years, the names of these two members having
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been chosen by lot by the Chairman of the Committee.

7. For the filling of casual vacancies, the State Party whose expert has ceased to function as

a member of the Committee shall appoint another expert from among its nationals, subject

to the approval of the Committee.

8. The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General Assembly,

receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and conditions as the

Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the Committee's responsibilities.

9. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and

facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee under the present

Convention.

Article 18
1. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, for

consideration by the Committee, a report on the legislative, judicial, administrative or other

measures which they have adopted to give effect to the provisions of the present

Convention and on the progress made in this respect:

(a) Within one year after the entry into force for the State concerned;

(b) Thereafter at least every four years and further whenever the Committee so requests.

2. Reports may indicate factors and difficulties affecting the degree of fulfilment of

obligations under the present Convention.

Article 19
1. The Committee shall adopt its own rules of procedure.

2. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years.

Article 20
1. The Committee shall normally meet for a period of not more than two weeks annually in

order to consider the reports submitted in accordance with article 18 of the present

Convention.

2. The meetings of the Committee shall normally be held at United Nations Headquarters or

at any other convenient place as determined by the Committee. (amendment, status of

ratification)

Article 21
1. The Committee shall, through the Economic and Social Council, report annually to the

General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and may make suggestions and

general recommendations based on the examination of reports and information received

from the States Parties. Such suggestions and general recommendations shall be included in

the report of the Committee together with comments, if any, from States Parties.
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2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit the reports of the Committee

to the Commission on the Status of Women for its information.

Article 22

The specialized agencies shall be entitled to be represented at the consideration of the

implementation of such provisions of the present Convention as fall within the scope of

their activities. The Committee may invite the specialized agencies to submit reports on the

implementation of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their activities.

PART VI

Article 23
Nothing in the present Convention shall affect any provisions that are more conducive to

the achievement of equality between men and women which may be contained:

(a) In the legislation of a State Party; or

(b) In any other international convention, treaty or agreement in force for that State.

Article 24

States Parties undertake to adopt all necessary measures at the national level aimed at

achieving the full realization of the rights recognized in the present Convention.

Article 25
1. The present Convention shall be open for signature by all States.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations is designated as the depositary of the

present Convention.

3. The present Convention is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be

deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

4. The present Convention shall be open to accession by all States. Accession shall be

effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

Article 26
1. A request for the revision of the present Convention may be made at any time by any

State Party by means of a notification in writing addressed to the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nations shall decide upon the steps, if any, to be

taken in respect of such a request.

Article 27
1. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth instrument of ratification
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or accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Convention or acceding to it after the deposit of the

twentieth instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on

the thirtieth day after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or

accession.

Article 28

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall receive and circulate to all States the

text of reservations made by States at the time of ratification or accession.

2. A reservation incompatible with the object and purpose of the present Convention shall

not be permitted.

3. Reservations may be withdrawn at any time by notification to this effect addressed to the

Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall then inform all States thereof. Such

notification shall take effect on the date on which it is received.

Article 29
1. Any dispute between two or more States Parties concerning the interpretation or

application of the present Convention which is not settled by negotiation shall, at the

request of one of them, be submitted to arbitration. If within six months from the date of

the request for arbitration the parties are unable to agree on the organization of the

arbitration, any one of those parties may refer the dispute to the International Court of

Justice by request in conformity with the Statute of the Court.

2. Each State Party may at the time of signature or ratification of the present Convention or

accession thereto declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph I of this article.

The other States Parties shall not be bound by that paragraph with respect to any State

Party which has made such a reservation.

3. Any State Party which has made a reservation in accordance with paragraph 2 of this

article may at any time withdraw that reservation by notification to the Secretary-General of

the United Nations.

Article 30

The present Convention, the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts

of which are equally authentic, shall be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have signed the present 

Convention.
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.

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)

Adopted and opened for signature, ratification and accession by General 
Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) of 16 December 1966

Entry into force 23 March 1976, in accordance with Article 49.

PREAMBLE 

The States Parties to the present Covenant,

Considering that, in accordance with the principles proclaimed in the Charter of the United 

Nations, recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all  

members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Recognizing that these rights derive from the inherent dignity of the human person,

Recognizing that, in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the ideal

of free human beings enjoying civil and political freedom and freedom from fear and want 

can only be achieved if conditions are created whereby everyone may enjoy his civil and 

political rights, as well as his economic, social and cultural rights,

Considering the obligation of States under the Charter of the United Nations to promote 

universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and freedoms,

Realizing that the individual, having duties to other individuals and to the community to

which he belongs, is under a responsibility to strive for the promotion and observance of 

the rights recognized in the present Covenant,

Agree upon the following articles:

PART I

Article 1

1. All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely

determine their political status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural

development.

2. All peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources

without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-operation,

based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law. In no case may a people
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be deprived of its own means of subsistence.

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant, including those having responsibility for the

administration of Non-Self-Governing and Trust Territories, shall promote the realization

of the right of self-determination, and shall respect that right, in conformity with the

provisions of the Charter of the United Nations.

PART II

Article 2

1. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes to respect and to ensure to all

individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the

present Covenant, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language,

religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

2. Where not already provided for by existing legislative or other measures, each State

Party to the present Covenant undertakes to take the necessary steps, in accordance with its

constitutional processes and with the provisions of the present Covenant, to adopt such

laws or other measures as may be necessary to give effect to the rights recognized in the

present Covenant.

3. Each State Party to the present Covenant undertakes:

(a) To ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein recognized are violated

shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been committed by

persons acting in an official capacity;

(b) To ensure that any person claiming such a remedy shall have his right thereto

determined by competent judicial, administrative or legislative authorities, or by any other

competent authority provided for by the legal system of the State, and to develop the

possibilities of judicial remedy;

(c) To ensure that the competent authorities shall enforce such remedies when granted.

Article 3

The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to ensure the equal right of men and

women to the enjoyment of all civil and political rights set forth in the present Covenant.

Article 4
1. In time of public emergency which threatens the life of the nation and the existence of

which is officially proclaimed, the States Parties to the present Covenant may take

measures derogating from their obligations under the present Covenant to the extent strictly

required by the exigencies of the situation, provided that such measures are not inconsistent
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with their other obligations under international law and do not involve discrimination solely

on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.

2. No derogation from articles 6, 7, 8 (paragraphs I and 2), 11, 15, 16 and 18 may be made

under this provision.

3. Any State Party to the present Covenant availing itself of the right of derogation shall

immediately inform the other States Parties to the present Covenant, through the

intermediary of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, of the provisions from which

it has derogated and of the reasons by which it was actuated. A further communication shall

be made, through the same intermediary, on the date on which it terminates such

derogation.

Article 5
1. Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as implying for any State, group or

person any right to engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at the destruction of any

of the rights and freedoms recognized herein or at their limitation to a greater extent than is

provided for in the present Covenant.

2. There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any of the fundamental human

rights recognized or existing in any State Party to the present Covenant pursuant to law,

conventions, regulations or custom on the pretext that the present Covenant does not

recognize such rights or that it recognizes them to a lesser extent.

PART III

Article 6
1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law. No

one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.

2. In countries which have not abolished the death penalty, sentence of death may be

imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the law in force at the time of

the commission of the crime and not contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and

to the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This

penalty can only be carried out pursuant to a final judgement rendered by a competent

court.

3. When deprivation of life constitutes the crime of genocide, it is understood that nothing

in this article shall authorize any State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in any way

from any obligation assumed under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
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4. Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or commutation of the

sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence of death may be granted in all

cases.

5. Sentence of death shall not be imposed for crimes committed by persons below eighteen

years of age and shall not be carried out on pregnant women.

6. Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to prevent the abolition of capital

punishment by any State Party to the present Covenant.

Article 7
No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or

punishment. In particular, no one shall be subjected without his free consent to medical or 

scientific experimentation.

Article 8
1. No one shall be held in slavery; slavery and the slave-trade in all their forms shall be

prohibited.

2. No one shall be held in servitude.

3.

(a) No one shall be required to perform forced or compulsory labour;

(b) Paragraph 3 (a) shall not be held to preclude, in countries where imprisonment with

hard labour may be imposed as a punishment for a crime, the performance of hard labour in

pursuance of a sentence to such punishment by a competent court;

(c) For the purpose of this paragraph the term "forced or compulsory labour" shall not

include:

(d) Any work or service, not referred to in subparagraph (b), normally required of a person

who is under detention in consequence of a lawful order of a court, or of a person during

conditional release from such detention;

(e) Any service of a military character and, in countries where conscientious objection is

recognized, any national service required by law of conscientious objectors;

(f) Any service exacted in cases of emergency or calamity threatening the life or well-being

of the community;

(g) Any work or service which forms part of normal civil obligations.

Article 9

1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to

arbitrary arrest or detention. No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds

and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.
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2. Anyone who is arrested shall be informed, at the time of arrest, of the reasons for his

arrest and shall be promptly informed of any charges against him.

3. Anyone arrested or detained on a criminal charge shall be brought promptly before a

judge or other officer authorized by law to exercise judicial power and shall be entitled to

trial within a reasonable time or to release. It shall not be the general rule that persons

awaiting trial shall be detained in custody, but release may be subject to guarantees to

appear for trial, at any other stage of the judicial proceedings, and, should occasion arise,

for execution of the judgement.

4. Anyone who is deprived of his liberty by arrest or detention shall be entitled to take

proceedings before a court, in order that that court may decide without delay on the

lawfulness of his detention and order his release if the detention is not lawful.

5. Anyone who has been the victim of unlawful arrest or detention shall have an

enforceable right to compensation.

Article 10

1. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for

the inherent dignity of the human person.

2.

(a) Accused persons shall, save in exceptional circumstances, be segregated from convicted

persons and shall be subject to separate treatment appropriate to their status as unconvicted

persons;

(b) Accused juvenile persons shall be separated from adults and brought as speedily as

possible for adjudication.

3. The penitentiary system shall comprise treatment of prisoners the essential aim of which

shall be their reformation and social rehabilitation. Juvenile offenders shall be segregated

from adults and be accorded treatment appropriate to their age and legal status.

Article 11
No one shall be imprisoned merely on the ground of inability to fulfil a contractual

obligation.

Article 12
1. Everyone lawfully within the territory of a State shall, within that territory, have the right

to liberty of movement and freedom to choose his residence.

2. Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.
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3. The above-mentioned rights shall not be subject to any restrictions except those which

are provided by law, are necessary to protect national security, public order (ordre public),

public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others, and are consistent with the

other rights recognized in the present Covenant.

4. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter his own country.

Article 13

An alien lawfully in the territory of a State Party to the present Covenant may be expelled 

therefrom only in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with law and shall, except 

where compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, be allowed to submit the 

reasons against his expulsion and to have his case reviewed by, and be represented for the

purpose before, the competent authority or a person or persons especially designated by the

competent authority.

Article 14

1. All persons shall be equal before the courts and tribunals. In the determination of any

criminal charge against him, or of his rights and obligations in a suit at law, everyone shall

be entitled to a fair and public hearing by a competent, independent and impartial tribunal

established by law. The press and the public may be excluded from all or part of a trial for

reasons of morals, public order (ordre public) or national secur ity in a democratic society,

or when the interest of the private lives of the parties so requires, or to the extent strictly

necessary in the opinion of the court in special circumstances where publicity would

prejudice the interests of justice; but any judgement rendered in a criminal case or in a suit

at law shall be made public except where the interest of juvenile persons otherwise requires

or the proceedings concern matrimonial disputes or the guardianship of children.

2. Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall have the right to be presumed innocent

until proved guilty according to law.

3. In the determination of any criminal charge against him, everyone shall be entitled to the

following minimum guarantees, in full equality: 

(a) To be informed promptly and in detail in a language which he understands of the nature

and cause of the charge against him;

(b) To have adequate time and facilities for the preparation of his defence and to

communicate with counsel of his own choosing;

(c) To be tried without undue delay;

(d) To be tried in his presence, and to defend himself in person or through legal assistance

of his own choosing; to be informed, if he does not have legal assistance, of this right; and

to have legal assistance assigned to him, in any case where the interests of justice so
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require, and without payment by him in any such case if he does not have sufficient means

to pay for it;

(e) To examine, or have examined, the witnesses against him and to obtain the attendance

and examination of witnesses on his behalf under the same conditions as witnesses against

him;

(f) To have the free assistance of an interpreter if he cannot understand or speak the

language used in court;

(g) Not to be compelled to testify against himself or to confess guilt.

4. In the case of juvenile persons, the procedure shall be such as will take account of their

age and the desirability of promoting their rehabilitation.

5. Everyone convicted of a crime shall have the right to his conviction and sentence being

reviewed by a higher tribunal according to law.

6. When a person has by a final decision been convicted of a criminal offence and when

subsequently his conviction has been reversed or he has been pardoned on the ground that a

new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of

justice, the person who has suffered punishment as a result of such conviction shall be

compensated according to law, unless it is proved that the non-disclosure of the unknown

fact in time is wholly or partly attributable to him.

7. No one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence for which he has

already been finally convicted or acquitted in accordance with the law and penal procedure

of each country.

Article 15
1. No one shall be held guilty of any criminal offence on account of any act or omission

which did not constitute a criminal offence, under national or international law, at the time

when it was committed. Nor shall a heavier penalty be imposed than the one that was

applicable at the time when the criminal offence was committed. If, subsequent to the

commission of the offence, provision is made by law for the imposition of the lighter

penalty, the offender shall benefit thereby.

2. Nothing in this article shall prejudice the trial and punishment of any person for any act

or omission which, at the time when it was committed, was criminal according to the

general principles of law recognized by the community of nations.







Article 16
Everyone shall have the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law.

Article 17

1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with his privacy, family,

home or correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour and reputation.

attacks.2. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law against such interference or

Article 18

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion. This right

shall include freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his choice, and freedom,

either individually or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his

religion or belief in worship, observance, practice and teaching.

2. No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair his freedom to have or to adopt

a religion or belief of his choice.

3. Freedom to manifest one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as

are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health, or morals or

the fundamental rights and freedoms of others.

4. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of

parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to ensure the religious and moral education of

their children in conformity with their own convictions.

Article 19
1. Everyone shall have the right to hold opinions without interference.

2. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right shall include freedom

to seek, receive and impart information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either

orally, in writing or in print, in the form of art, or through any other media of his choice.

3. The exercise of the rights provided for in paragraph 2 of this article carries with it special

duties and responsibilities. It may therefore be subject to certain restrictions, but these shall

only be such as are provided by law and are necessary:

(a) For respect of the rights or reputations of others;

(b) For the protection of national security or of public order (ordre public), or of public

health or morals.

Article 20

1. Any propaganda for war shall be prohibited by law.
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2. Any advocacy of national, racial or religious hatred that constitutes incitement to

discrimination, hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.

Article 21

The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized. No restrictions may be placed on the 

exercise of this right other than those imposed in conformity with the law and which are 

necessary in a democratic society in the interests of national security or public safety,

public order (ordre public), the protection of public health or morals or the protection of the 

rights and freedoms of others.

Article 22

1. Everyone shall have the right to freedom of association with others, including the right to

form and join trade unions for the protection of his interests.

2. No restrictions may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those which are

prescribed by law and which are necessary in a democratic society in the interests of

national security or public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of public health

or morals or the protection of the rights and freedoms of others. This article shall not

prevent the imposition of lawful restrictions on members of the armed forces and of the

police in their exercise of this right.

3. Nothing in this article shall authorize States Parties to the International Labour

Organisation Convention of 1948 concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the

Right to Organize to take legislative measures which would prejudice, or to apply the law

in such a manner as to prejudice, the guarantees provided for in that Convention.

Article 23
1. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society and is entitled to

protection by society and the State.

2. The right of men and women of marriageable age to marry and to found a family shall be

recognized.

3. No marriage shall be entered into without the free and full consent of the intending

spouses.

4. States Parties to the present Covenant shall take appropriate steps to ensure equality of

rights and responsibilities of spouses as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.

In the case of dissolution, provision shall be made for the necessary protection of any

children.
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Article 24
1. Every child shall have, without any discrimination as to race, colour, sex, language,

religion, national or social origin, property or birth, the right to such measures of protection

as are required by his status as a minor, on the part of his family, society and the State.

2. Every child shall be registered immediately after birth and shall have a name.

3. Every child has the right to acquire a nationality.

Article 25

Every citizen shall have the right and the opportunity, without any of the distinctions

mentioned in article 2 and without unreasonable restrictions:

(a) To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen

representatives;

(b) To vote and to be elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by universal and

equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, guaranteeing the free expression of the

will of the electors;

(c) To have access, on general terms of equality, to public service in his country.

Article 26

All persons are equal before the law and are entitled without any discrimination to the equal 

protection of the law. In this respect, the law shall prohibit any discrimination and

guarantee to all persons equal and effective protection against discrimination on any ground 

such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social 

origin, property, birth or other status.

Article 27
In those States in which ethnic, religious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belonging to

such minorities shall not be denied the right, in community with the other members of their 

group, to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their own religion, or to use their 

own language.

PART IV

Article 28
1. There shall be established a Human Rights Committee (hereafter referred to in the

present Covenant as the Committee). It shall consist of eighteen members and shall carry

out the functions hereinafter provided.

2. The Committee shall be composed of nationals of the States Parties to the present

Covenant who shall be persons of high moral character and recognized competence in the
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field of human rights, consideration being given to the usefulness of the participation of

some persons having legal experience.

3. The members of the Committee shall be elected and shall serve in their personal

capacity.

Article 29
1. The members of the Committee shall be elected by secret ballot from a list of persons

possessing the qualifications prescribed in article 28 and nominated for the purpose by the

States Parties to the present Covenant.

2. Each State Party to the present Covenant may nominate not more than two persons.

These persons shall be nationals of the nominating State.

3. A person shall be eligible for renomination.

Article 30
1. The initial election shall be held no later than six months after the date of the entry into

force of the present Covenant.

2. At least four months before the date of each election to the Committee, other than an

election to fill a vacancy declared in accordance with article 34, the Secretary-General of

the United Nations shall address a written invitation to the States Parties to the present

Covenant to submit their nominations for membership of the Committee within three

months.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a l ist in alphabetical order of

all the persons thus nominated, with an indication of the States Parties which have

nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present Covenant no later

than one month before the date of each election.

4. Elections of the members of the Committee shall be held at a meeting of the States

Parties to the present Covenant convened by the Secretary General of the United Nations at

the Headquarters of the United Nations. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States

Parties to the present Covenant shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the

Committee shall be those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute

majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and voting.

Article 31

1. The Committee may not include more than one national of the same State.

2. In the election of the Committee, consideration shall be given to equitable geographical
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distribution of membership and to the representation of the different forms of civilization

and of the principal legal systems.

Article 32

1. The members of the Committee shall be elected for a term of four years. They shall be

eligible for re-election if renominated. However, the terms of nine of the members elected

at the first election shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election,

the names of these nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of the meeting

referred to in article 30, paragraph4.

2. Elections at the expiry of office shall be held in accordance with the preceding articles of

this part of the present Covenant.

Article 33
1. If, in the unanimous opinion of the other members, a member of the Committee has

ceased to carry out his functions for any cause other than absence of a temporary character,

the Chairman of the Committee shall notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations,

who shall then declare the seat of that member to be vacant.

2. In the event of the death or the resignation of a member of the Committee, the Chairman

shall immediately notify the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall declare the

seat vacant from the date of death or the date on which the resignation takes effect.

Article 34
1. When a vacancy is declared in accordance with article 33 and if the term of office of the

member to be replaced does not expire within six months of the declaration of the vacancy,

the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify each of the States Parties to the

present Covenant, which may within two months submit nominations in accordance with

article 29 for the purpose of filling the vacancy.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall prepare a l ist in alphabetical order of

the persons thus nominated and shall submit it to the States Parties to the present Covenant.

The election to fill the vacancy shall then take place in accordance with the relevant

provisions of this part of the present Covenant.

3. A member of the Committee elected to fill a vacancy declared in accordance with article

33 shall hold office for the remainder of the term of the member who vacated the seat on

the Committee under the provisions of that article.

Article 35
The members of the Committee shall, with the approval of the General Assembly of the
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United Nations, receive emoluments from United Nations resources on such terms and 

conditions as the General Assembly may decide, having regard to the importance of the 

Committee's responsibilities.

Article 36
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall provide the necessary staff and facilities

for the effective performance of the functions of the Committee under the present 

Covenant.

Article 37
1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall convene the initial meeting of the

Committee at the Headquarters of the United Nations.

2. After its initial meeting, the Committee shall meet at such times as shall be provided in

its rules of procedure.

3. The Committee shall normally meet at the Headquarters of the United Nations or at the

United Nations Office at Geneva.

Article 38
Every member of the Committee shall, before taking up his duties, make a solemn

declaration in open committee that he will perform his functions impartially and 

conscientiously.

Article 39
1. The Committee shall elect its officers for a term of two years. They may be re-elected.

2. The Committee shall establish its own rules of procedure, but these rules shall provide,

inter alia, that:

(a) Twelve members shall constitute a quorum;

(b) Decisions of the Committee shall be made by a majority vote of the members present.

Article 40
1. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to submit reports on the measures

they have adopted which give effect to the rights recognized herein and on the progress

made in the enjoyment of those rights: 

(a) Within one year of the entry into force of the present Covenant for the States Parties

concerned;

(b) Thereafter whenever the Committee so requests.

2. All reports shall be submitted to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall
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transmit them to the Committee for consideration. Reports shall indicate the factors and

difficulties, if any, affecting the implementation of the present Covenant.

3. The Secretary-General of the United Nations may, after consultation with the

Committee, transmit to the specialized agencies concerned copies of such parts of the

reports as may fall within their field of competence.

4. The Committee shall study the reports submitted by the States Parties to the present

Covenant. It shall transmit its reports, and such general comments as it may consider

appropriate, to the States Parties. The Committee may also transmit to the Economic and

Social Council these comments along with the copies of the reports it has received from

States Parties to the present Covenant.

5. The States Parties to the present Covenant may submit to the Committee observations on

any comments that may be made in accordance with paragraph 4 of this article.

Article 41

1. A State Party to the present Covenant may at any time declare under this article that it

recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and consider communications to

the effect that a State Party claims that another State Party is not fulfilling its obligations

under the present Covenant. Communications under this article may be received and

considered only if submitted by a State Party which has made a declaration recognizing in

regard to itself the competence of the Committee. No communication shall be received by

the Committee if it concerns a State Party which has not made such a declaration.

Communications received under this article shall be dealt with in accordance with the

following procedure:

(a) If a State Party to the present Covenant considers that another State Party is not giving

effect to the provisions of the present Covenant, it may, by written communication, bring

the matter to the attention of that State Party. Within three months after the receipt of the

communication the receiving State shall afford the State which sent the communication an

explanation, or any other statement in writing clarifying the matter which should include, to

the extent possible and pertinent, reference to domestic procedures and remedies taken,

pending, or available in the matter;

(b) If the matter is not adjusted to the satisfaction of both States Parties concerned within

six months after the receipt by the receiving State of the initial communication, either State

shall have the right to refer the matter to the Committee, by notice given to the Committee

and to the other State;

(c) The Committee shall deal with a matter referred to it only after it has ascertained that all

available domestic remedies have been invoked and exhausted in the matter, in conformity
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with the generally recognized principles of international law. This shall not be the rule

where the application of the remedies is unreasonably prolonged;

(d) The Committee shall hold closed meetings when examining communications under this

article;

(e) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (c), the Committee shall make available its

good offices to the States Parties concerned with a view to a friendly solution of the matter

on the basis of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms as recognized in the

present Covenant;

(f) In any matter referred to it, the Committee may call upon the States Parties concerned,

referred to in subparagraph (b), to supply any relevant information;

(g) The States Parties concerned, referred to in subparagraph (b), shall have the right to be

represented when the matter is being considered in the Committee and to make

submissions orally and/or in writing;

(h) The Committee shall, within twelve months after the date of receipt of notice under

subparagraph (b), submit a report:

(i) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is reached, the Committee shall

confine its report to a brief statement of the facts and of the solution reached;

(j) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (e) is not reached, the Committee shall

confine its report to a brief statement of the facts; the written submissions and record of the

oral submissions made by the States Parties concerned shall be attached to the report. In

every matter, the report shall be communicated to the States Parties concerned.

2. The provisions of this article shall come into force when ten States Parties to the present

Covenant have made declarations under paragraph I of this article. Such declarations shall

be deposited by the States Parties with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who

shall transmit copies thereof to the other States Parties. A declaration may be withdrawn at

any time by notification to the Secretary-General. Such a withdrawal shall not prejudice the

consideration of any matter which is the subject of a communication already transmitted

under this article; no further communication by any State Party shall be received after the

notification of withdrawal of the declaration has been received by the Secretary-General,

unless the State Party concerned has made a new declaration.

Article 42
1.

(a) If a matter referred to the Committee in accordance with article 41 is not resolved to the

satisfaction of the States Parties concerned, the Committee may, with the prior consent of

the States Parties concerned, appoint an ad hoc Conciliation Commission (hereinafter

referred to as the Commission). The good offices of the Commission shall be made

available to the States Parties concerned with a view to an amicable solution of the matter
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on the basis of respect for the present Covenant;

(b) The Commission shall consist of five persons acceptable to the States Parties

concerned. If the States Parties concerned fail to reach agreement within three months on

all or part of the composition of the Commission, the members of the Commission

concerning whom no agreement has been reached shall be elected by secret ballot by a

two-thirds majority vote of the Committee from among its members.

2. The members of the Commission shall serve in their personal capacity. They shall not be

nationals of the States Parties concerned, or of a State not Party to the present Covenant, or

of a State Party which has not made a declaration under article 41.

3. The Commission shall elect its own Chairman and adopt its own rules of procedure.

4. The meetings of the Commission shall normally be held at the Headquarters of the

United Nations or at the United Nations Office at Geneva. However, they may be held at

such other convenient places as the Commission may determine in consultation with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations and the States Parties concerned.

5. The secretariat provided in accordance with article 36 shall also service the commissions

appointed under this article.

6. The information received and collated by the Committee shall be made available to the

Commission and the Commission may call upon the States Parties concerned to supply any

other relevant information.

7. When the Commission has fully considered the matter, but in any event not later than

twelve months after having been seized of the matter, it shall submit to the Chairman of the

Committee a report for communication to the States Parties concerned:

(a) If the Commission is unable to complete its consideration of the matter within twelve

months, it shall confine its report to a brief statement of the status of its consideration of

the matter;

(b) If an amicable solution to the matter on tie basis of respect for human rights as

recognized in the present Covenant is reached, the Commission shall confine its report to a

brief statement of the facts and of the solution reached;

(c) If a solution within the terms of subparagraph (b) is not reached, the Commission's

report shall embody its findings on all questions of fact relevant to the issues between the

States Parties concerned, and its views on the possibilities of an amicable solution of the

matter. This report shall also contain the written submissions and a record of the oral

submissions made by the States Parties concerned;

(d) If the Commission's report is submitted under subparagraph (c), the States Parties
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concerned shall, within three months of the receipt of the report, notify the Chairman of the

Committee whether or not they accept the contents of the report of the Commission.

8. The provisions of this article are without prejudice to the responsibilities of the

Committee under article 41.

9. The States Parties concerned shall share equally all the expenses of the members of the

Commission in accordance with estimates to be provided by the Secretary-General of the

United Nations.

10. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be empowered to pay the expenses

of the members of the Commission, if necessary, before reimbursement by the States

Parties concerned, in accordance with paragraph 9 of this article.

Article 43
The members of the Committee, and of the ad hoc conciliation commissions which may be 

appointed under article 42, shall be entitled to the facilities, privileges and immunities of

experts on mission for the United Nations as laid down in the relevant sections of the 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations.

Article 44
The provisions for the implementation of the present Covenant shall apply without

prejudice to the procedures prescribed in the field of human rights by or under the 

constituent instruments and the conventions of the United Nations and of the specialized 

agencies and shall not prevent the States Parties to the present Covenant from having 

recourse to other procedures for settling a dispute in accordance with general or special 

international agreements in force between them.

Article 45

The Committee shall submit to the General Assembly of the United Nations, through the 

Economic and Social Council, an annual report on its activities.

PART V

Article 46

Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the provisions of the

Charter of  the United Nations and of the constitutions of the specialized agencies which 

define the respective responsibilities of the various organs of the United Nations and of the 

specialized agencies in regard to the matters dealt with in the present Covenant.
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Article 47
Nothing in the present Covenant shall be interpreted as impairing the inherent right of all

peoples to enjoy and utilize fully and freely their natural wealth and resources.

PART VI

Article 48
1. The present Covenant is open for signature by any State Member of the United Nations

or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party to the Statute of the

International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been invited by the General

Assembly of the United Nations to become a Party to the present Covenant.

2. The present Covenant is subject to ratification. Instruments of ratification shall be

deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

3. The present Covenant shall be open to accession by any State referred to in paragraph 1

of this article.

4. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations.

5. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States which have signed

this Covenant or acceded to it of the deposit of each instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 49

1. The present Covenant shall enter into force three months after the date of the deposit

with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the thirty-fifth instrument of

ratification or instrument of accession.

2. For each State ratifying the present Covenant or acceding to it after the deposit of the

thirty-fifth instrument of ratification or instrument of accession, the present Covenant shall

enter into force three months after the date of the deposit of its own instrument of

ratification or instrument of accession.

Article 50
The provisions of the present Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal States without

any limitations or exceptions.

Article 51
1. Any State Party to the present Covenant may propose an amendment and file it with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall

thereupon communicate any proposed amendments to the States Parties to the present







Covenant with a request that they notify him whether they favour a conference of States

Parties for the purpose of considering and voting upon the proposals. In the event that at

least one third of the States Parties favours such a conference, the Secretary-General shall

convene the conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Any amendment adopted

by a majority of the States Parties present and voting at the conference shall be submitted to

the General Assembly of the United Nations for approval.

2. Amendments shall come into force when they have been approved by the General

Assembly of the United Nations and accepted by a two-thirds majority of the States Parties

to the present Covenant in accordance with their respective constitutional processes. 3.

When amendments come into force, they shall be binding on those States Parties which

have accepted them, other States Parties still being bound by the provisions of the present

Covenant and any earlier amendment which they have accepted.

Article 52
1. Irrespective of the notifications made under article 48, paragraph 5, the

Secretary-General of the United Nations shall inform all States referred to in paragraph I of

the same article of the following particulars:

(a) Signatures, ratifications and accessions under article 48;

(b) The date of the entry into force of the present Covenant under article 49 and the date of

the entry into force of any amendments under article 51.

Article 53
1. The present Covenant, of which the Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts

are equally authentic, shall be deposited in the archives of the United Nations.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall transmit certified copies of the present

Covenant to all States referred to in article 48.
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.

(UDHR) 

 "  " 



























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


 









 
 

 








 

 


 
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 

 



 



 

 

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