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6.2 Charter of Demand

1. Ensure that women rights are a priority area for manifestoes of all political parties.
Ensure the effective implementation of women's quota in political party structures,
including decision-making bodies and candidate nominations.

3. Political parties shall mandate comprehensive training programs for women within
political parties, covering leadership skills, political strategies, and issue-based
advocacy.

4. Both political parties and election commission shall ensure strict anti-harassment

policies not only within political parties but also on the digital spaces to create a safe
and inclusive environment for women to actively participate in the political process.

5. Launch public awareness campaigns to promote the importance of women's political
participation and challenge stereotypes, fostering a supportive public opinion.

6. Allocate sufficient funds to support women candidates during election campaigns,
addressing financial barriers that hinder their active involvement.

7. Ensure transparent, merit-based selection criteria and process for nomination of women

on reserved seats.

Government shall ensure 33% representation of women in local government.

9. Election Commission of Pakistan shall ensure Implementation of measures to enhance
the accessibility of polling stations, taking into consideration the unique needs and
challenges faced by women, including those in rural and remote areas.

10.  Both political Parties and ECP shall ensure developing and disseminating gender-
sensitive voter education programs to inform women about their rights, the importance
of voting, and the electoral process.

11.  Government shall ensure and implement enhanced security measures around polling
stations to ensure the safety of women voters and candidates, especially in areas prone
to political violence or where women are barred to vote.

12.  Election Commission shall ensure transparent reporting and publication of gender-
disaggregated data related to electoral processes, providing insights into women's
participation at every stage.

*®

2023 /30,1445 3016512./16 25

WWW jang com. pk

= * %
WL [ABC - A ,,w,.ql

¥ CERTIFIED 5 (i - -
bie S 29 KL 1P bk

lw! ™R ;,/“' "55:—41‘42.05»‘310 /
I \./ .

&

10/b2c a5 2N LA Ll
L T ® = p oF
-’u"o.:./MH.:.'.L)-L“_vyA

-r"V'-ALV‘ "v." Kk' ‘! \"

—VV‘V " ‘. t—.«{" JVVP

-

Page 29|34



REPORT OF NTOT: BEYOND THE BALLOTS: ENHANCING WOMEN POLITICAL PARTICIPATION TO STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC CULTURE, PAKISTAN

6.3 Press Coverage
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Womenss safety;
+ facilitation stressed

Activists urge selection for reserved seats on merit

©@ OUR CORRESPONDENT
LAHORE

Women political activists
have called for protection
of women from harass-
ment and facilitation of
their voting to bolster their
participation in the demo-
Cratic process.

They called for ensur-
ing that women'’s rights
are a priority area for the
manifestoes of all political
parties.

The activists from differ-
ent parties participated in
a training on leadership,
women’s participation,
mapping of the political
situation, communicating
as a leader, networking,
alliance-building and the
culture of democracy.

The demands for substan-
tial women'’s representation
in the political process lead-
ing to the coming general
elections included effective
implementation of their
quota in party structures,
including decision-mak-
ing bodies and candidate

nominations.

The parties were urged
to mandate comprehen-
sive training programmes
for women members in
leadership skills, political
strategies and issue-based
advocacy.

The activists said both
political parties and the
Election Commission
should ensure strict anti-
harassment policies not
only within organisations
but also in the digital spaces
to create a safe and inclusive
environment for women to
actively participate in the
political process.

They called for public
awareness campaigns to
promote the importance
of women's political par-
ticipation and challenge
stereotypes, fostering a sup-
portive public opinion.

Allocation of sufficient
funds to support women
candidates during election
campaigns for addressing
financial barriers that hin-
dered their active involve-

ment was also urged.

The activists called for
transparent, merit-based
selection criteria and pro-
cesses for nomination of
women on reserved seats.

The demands
included effective
quotas for women
in party structures

The government should
ensure 33 per cent repre-
sentation of women in local
governments, they added.

The ECP was urged to
ensure Implementation
of measures to enhance
the accessibility of polling
stations, taking into con-
sideration the needs and
challenges faced by women,
including those in rural and
remote areas.

Both the parties and the
ECP were urged to ensure
developing and disseminat-
ing gender-sensitive voter

education programmes to
inform women about their
rights, the importance of
voting and the electoral
process.

Covernment shall ensure
and implement enhanced
security measures around
polling stations to ensure
the safety of women voters
and candidates, especially
in areas prone to political
violence or where women
are barred to vote,

The activists demanded
that the commission en-
sure transparent reporting
and publication of gender-
disaggregated data related
to the electoral processes,
providing insights into the
women's participation at
every stage.

Speaking to the media
while releasing the char-
ter of demands, women’s
rights activists said the 2018
elections had witnessed an
increased focus on women'’s
political participation with
higher female voter turnout
in much of the country.
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